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The NAC-CESU is beginning to facilitate individual research and technical 
assistance projects with co-investigators from several CESU partner universities. 
For the project on West Nile Virus in Northeastern US Parks, faculty and 
students from URI are surveying the northern parks in the region, while 
University of Maryland Eastern Shore personnel are addressing the region's 
more southern parks. The investigators, along with a USGS scientist, will 
collaboratively synthesize the information. On another project, scientists from 
URI, Rutgers University, Stony Brook University, and USGS are all collaborating 
to prepare technical white papers, or state-of-knowledge papers, on a diversity of 
topics relevant to management and protection of natural resources at Fire Island 
National Seashore. One of the major strengths of the CESU program is the 
opportunity to draw from a wealth of technical expertise. 

10) Did the host university establish a CESU Managers Committee and convene annual
meetings?

The first meeting of all partners was in January 2000 to create the NAC-CESU 
Strategic Vision statement. Although not formally described as an annual 
Managers Committee meeting, this January 2000 meeting served the purposes 
of such a meeting. The NAC-CESU Managers Committee convened at the 
University of Rhode Island in February 2001, January 2003, and is scheduled to 
meet in February 2004. 

Criterion 2: Were the projects successfully completed, and was there 
effective delivery of relevant and high quality project results to managers, 
consistent with the mission of the CESU? 

1) Were projects conducted successfully, with all project deliverables accepted by
collaborating federal agency(s) providing project funds?

All of the completed NAC-CESU projects have been successful and their 
deliverables have been made and accepted by collaborating Federal partners. 
Many NAC-CESU research projects are in progress. A comprehensive list of 
most NAC-CESU projects (completed and ongoing) can be found at the NAC­
CESU website: www.ci.uri.edu/naccesu/CESU_projects.htm. A summary is 
included in our supporting documents to the self assessment. 

2) Were some projects unsuccessful, with project deliverables rejected by collaborating
federal agency(s) providing project funds?

To date there have been no cases where NAC-CESU project deliverables were 
rejected by collaborating federal agencies. 
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3) Did the host university and partner institutions provide effective delivery of relevant
and high quality project results to managers, consistent with the mission of the CESU?

The NAC-CESU has used a variety of methods to convey the results of research 
projects to resource managers. These include publications in peer reviewed 
journals, presentations to resource managers at their field locations, 
presentations at national/international conferences, workshops, and the recent 
development of a comprehensive and informative NAC-CESU website 
(www.ci.uri.edu/naccesu/). A copy of the opening page of the NAC-CESU web 
site is included in our supporting documents. 

Criterion 3: Was there involvement of the partner institutions as 
appropriate in the activities and projects of the CESU? 

1) Did partner institutions participate in activities of the CESU?

All of the partner institutions (University of Maryland Eastern Shore, Rutgers 
University, University of Massachusetts, and Stony Brook University) have 
attended training workshops, managers meetings, and/or strategic planning 
sessions. 

2) Did partner institutions participate in projects of the CESU?

The National Park Service provided almost all funding to support NAC-CESU 
projects. Since establishment of the NAC-CESU in 1999 a total of 29 projects 
have been supported. Number of projects and total funding support obligated to 
each partner institution is provided below. 

University of Rhode Island (founding host) 
18 projects 
Total support: $1,122,434 

University of Maryland Eastern Shore (founding partner) 
2 projects 
Total support: $99,714 

Rutgers University (partner since Sept. 2001) 
7 projects 
Total support: $185,831 

University of Massachusetts, Amherst (partner since June 2002) 
3 projects (Cultural Resource) 
Total support: $116,540 

NAC-CESU Page 6 
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Stony Brook University (partner since August 2003) 
3 projects 
Total support: $411,383 

Criterion 4: Did the CESU facilitate collaboration and substantial 
involvement among its federal agency partners? 

In January 2000 the NAC-CESU hosted a 2-day meeting of the federal and 
academic partners to identify priority research topics, coordinate research areas, 
and assess ways in which future partnerships and collaboration may occur. 

In November 2002, the NAC-CESU co-sponsored a Long-term Monitoring 
Symposium at Cape Cod National Seashore. This Symposium summarized 
development of the ecosystem monitoring program at the Seashore, with 
presentations by CESU scientists representing NPS, USGS, University of Rhode 
Island, and University of Massachusetts-Amherst. 

In January 2003 the NAC-CESU co-hosted a strategic planning session involving 
our Federal partner, the USGS. The NPS, URI, and UMass-Amherst also 
participated in this workshop to identify fruitful areas of multi-institutional 
partnership and collaboration in research and outreach to focus on coastal issues 
of the northeastern US. 

In October 2003, the NAC-CESU co-sponsored the Boston Harbor Islands 
Science Symposium, a session focused on presentation of science relevant to 
the Boston Harbor Islands national park area and identification of long-term park 
monitoring and research needs. This symposium will culminate in a special issue 
of the journal NORTHEASTERN NATURALIST, co-edited by Charles Roman 
(NPS NAC-CE9U Research Coordinator), with several contributions from 
investigators affiliated with the University of Rhode Island and partner institution 
UM ass-Amherst. 

In December 2003, the NAC-CESU and Stony Brook University hosted a 
meeting that provided an opportunity for park managers at Gateway National 
Recreation Area and Fire Island National Seashore to meet with university 
scientist to discuss park research and technical assistance needs. 

NPS and USGS personnel have been actively involved in individual research, 
technical assistance, and outreach/education projects. Each CESU project has a 
federal scientist or manager as a primary contact who facilitates technical 
collaboration between the agency and university cooperators. For all projects, 
NPS and USGS scientists serve as federal technical collaborators, providing 
active participation with university investigators and students in study plan 
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design, field data collection, data analysis and interpretation, report preparation, 
professional publication, and/or other tasks. 

The US EPA and NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) have 
expressed an interest in becoming federal partners in the NAC-CESU. Their 
addition to the NAC-CESU network would add significant technical strength in a 
variety of disciplines that are important in coastal natural and cultural resource 
management. We will work closely with NOAA NMFS and US EPA over the next 
year to do what is necessary to include them in the NAC-CESU partnership. 
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NAC-CESU Contact Information 

University of Rhode Island (Host University) 

Peter August 
Director of the Coastal Institute 

University of Rhode Island 
Dept. of Natural Resources Science 

Coastal Institute in Kingston, 28A 
1 Greenhouse Road 
Kingston, RI 02881 

401-874-6513

University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

Matthew Kelty 
Head, Dept. of Natural Resource Conservation 

Department of Natural Resources 
Conservation 

Holdsworth Natural Resources Center 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, MA 01003-9285 

413-545-1799

University of Maryland, Eastern Shore 

Catherine Bolek 
Director of Sponsored Research & Research 

Associate, Sponsored Programs Dept. 
Office of Sponsored Programs 

University of Maryland Eastern Shore 
1 Backbone Rd. 

Princess Anne, MD 21853 
410-651-6714

·_i ·usGs

Howard Ginsberg 
Ecologist, Patuxent Wildlife Research Center 

USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center 
Coastal Field Unit 

Woodward Hall - PLS 
University of Rhode Island 

Kingston, RI 02881 
401-87 4-4537

Rutgers University 

Norbert Psuty 
Professor Emeritus 

Institute of Marine & Coastal Sciences 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

7 4 Magruder Road 
Highlands, NJ 07732 

732-708-1462

Stony Brook University 

David Conover 
Director, Marine Sciences Research Center 

Marine Sciences Research Center 
Stony Brook University 

Stony Brook, NY 11794-5000 
631-632-8781

National Park Service 

Charles Roman 
Research Coordinator, NAC CESU 

National Park Service 
University of Rhode Island 
Narragansett Bay Campus 

Narragansett, RI 02882 
401-87 4-6885

Maryland Coastal Bays Program 

Roman Jesien 
Science Coordinator 

Maryland Coastal Bays Program 
9609 Stephen Decatur Highway 

Berlin, MD 21811 
410-213-2297


